
City of Lawton 
Public Utilities
Update on Lake Levels & 

Water Resources



The City of Lawton draws its water 
supply from three surface water 
sources: 

• Ellsworth Lake
• Lake Lawtonka
• Waurika Lake

The lake levels are monitored closely by 
staff at the Medicine Park Water 

Treatment Plant.

Restrictions on water usage are 
determined based on the combined 

percentage of lake levels.





Restrictions on Water Usage
There are 5 stages of restrictions that may be established during times of 
drought beginning when the combined level of the lakes drop below 70%.

Stage 
1

Stage 
2

Stage 
3

Stage 
4

Stage 
5

• Lake Levels at 70% 
or less

• Voluntary 
Conservation

• Limits on outside 
watering to every 
other day

• Lake Levels at 60% 
or less

• Mandatory 
Restrictions

• Limits on outside 
water usage to every 
other day

Lawton City Code of Ordinances Article 22-2-1-218

• Lake Levels at 50% 
or less

• Mandatory 
Restrictions

• Limits on outside 
water usage to 
Wednesdays & 
Saturdays only

• Lake Levels at 40% 
or less

• Mandatory 
Restrictions

• Limits on outside 
water usage to one 
day per week

• Lake Levels at 30% 
or less

• Mandatory 
Restrictions

• Restriction on all 
outside water 
usage.



From the 
www.LawtonOK.Gov

Homepage

Hover over 
“Departments”

 Then, navigate to 
“Gate Operations/ 
Lake Levels” under 
the “Lakes” header

Lake Levels information is 
always available to
the public on
our website:

Can’t find the information you’re looking for?
Email: PublicUtilities@LawtonOK.Gov

http://www.lawtonok.gov/


Click the hyperlink to navigate
to the Gate Operations GIS Site.



View real-time data for Lake Lawtonka and Lake Ellsworth on this page.



Data for Waurika Lake is available from the US Army Corps of Engineers at:
www.swt.usace.army.mil/Locations/Tulsa-District-Lakes/Oklahoma/Waurika-Lake/ 

Click on “Lake Level” to view the data page.

https://www.swt.usace.army.mil/Locations/Tulsa-District-Lakes/Oklahoma/Waurika-Lake/


Scroll the page to view information such as current readings, the most recent gate 
change, current reservoir data, and more.



Graphs are also 
available to show 

recent and current 
elevation, 

precipitation, flow, 
and storage for 
Waurika Lake.



Alternate Water Supply Projects
In order to sustain Lawton’s 

water supply for the future, the 
alternate water supply projects 

are working to expand and 
diversify our water supply 
options by incorporating 

additional sources.

These projects aim to:
• Increase drought resiliency
• Augment the drinking water 

supply
• Decrease reliance on surface 

water
• Reduce the impact of emergency 

drought responses.



Alternate Water Supply Projects
PU2301 Groundwater Wells Project

• The well pictured here is the first production well in 
this project that has been successfully drilled to 
produce groundwater from the Arbuckle-Timbered 
Hills Aquifer. 

• 4 more production wells with available water are 
currently contracted to be drilled for production.

• A reverse osmosis treatment system is being 
designed at the Southeast Water Treatment Plant to 
treat this water to potable standards.

• Additional pilots testing different treatment methods 
are underway to find the most economical and 
efficient form of water treatment.
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